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RECOMMENDATION MEMO 

 

TO: Board of Trustees 

 

FROM: Charlayne Sprague, assistant superintendent of instruction/pupil services 

 

DATE: March 11, 2021 

 

SUBJECT: Item X. X.  Discussion and action regarding Etiwanda School District requirements for 

promotion from the eighth (8th) grade with certificates of promotion from the Board of 

Trustees for the 2020-2021, 2021-22, and 2022-23 school years.    

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background Information: 

 

The Board of Trustees for the Etiwanda School District has established requirements for promotion from 

eighth grade in Board Policy 6146.5 Elementary/Middle School Promotion Requirements.  These 

requirements include:   

 

A student must take and receive credit for thirty-nine (39) of forty-two (42) trimester classes 

beginning with the third (3rd) trimester of the grade six (6) year and extending through the third 

(3rd) trimester of the grade eight (8) year.  

A student receiving an “F” grade indicates failure to meet the requirements for credit in the course. 

A student receiving an “F” grade will be given the opportunity to receive credit for the course in 

one of the following ways:  

1. Satisfactorily completing a content related study guide and passing a content related 

assessment no later than the end of the academic year following the year in which failure to 

receive credit occurs, either during summer school, if offered, or during the school year; or  

2. Satisfactorily completing a summer school course or extended school day program, if 

offered, no later than the end of the academic year following the year in which failure to 

receive credit occurs. 

 

On March 13, 2020, schools in the Etiwanda School District were unexpectedly closed in response to 

the national COVID-19 pandemic.  All students transitioned to a distance learning model for the 

remainder of the school year.  At the conclusion of the 2019-20 school year, the Board took action to 

approve a “no mark” for all grades in all subject areas for the third trimester marking period.   

 



All students in eighth grade in the 2019-20 school year were “promoted” to high school regardless of 

the number of credits they had earned since sixth grade.  The school closure order canceled the all end-

of-the-year celebratory activities for promoting students, including the intermediate school promotion 

ceremony.   

 

Students in eighth grade in the 2020-21 are facing a similarly challenging school year with 100% virtual 

instruction since the first day of school on August 6, 2020.  The number of failing grades in core subject 

areas for intermediate students (grades 6-8) for the first trimester in 2020-2021 is significantly higher 

than the first trimester in 2019-2020.    

 

In January 2021, an assessment and grading resource for teachers, ESD Assessment and Reporting 

Guidelines for Virtual Learning during Distance Learning, was developed and shared with all teachers. 

The resource document was a collaborative effort to address the challenges in assessing students in a 

virtual classroom and support teachers in recognizing the personal, social, health, and economic impact 

the pandemic has had on students and families.   

 

 

 

Fiscal Impact:   

 

No fiscal impact 

 

 

 

Recommendation: 

 

The Etiwanda School District provides students with daily online virtual instruction and meaningful 

independent assignments; however, the learning experience in a virtual environment cannot replicate all 

that occurs in a traditional classroom.  The COVID-19 pandemic has placed many of our students at 

greater risk of failure in the school system.  The California Department of Education has asked LEAs 

to review their grading policies during a distance learning period and consider “adopting a short -term 

plan that may differ from the plan that was created for the long term.”    

 

During this challenging period in education, we need to ensure that our students do not bear the burden 

of the pandemic’s impact on schools and recognize that our school system is inequi tably affecting 

students of color, homeless and foster youth, English learners and students with disabilities.   

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Instruction recommends the Board take action to approve the plan to 

suspend the required promotion credits for eighth grade students for the 2020-21 school year.  

 

Additionally, students in eighth grade with three or more failing grades in core subject areas at 

the Trimester II marking period will be scheduled into a supplemental after school class this 

spring, organized by the site student services team (school counselor and academic 

advisor/student services advisor). Students will engage in lessons and activities related to 

building self-esteem and self-efficacy, as well as organizing for success and preparing for high 

school.   

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Instruction also recommends that the Board take action to modify the 

required promotion credits for the 2021-22 and 2022-23 school years for rising seventh and eighth grade 

students.   

 



 

For the 2021-22 school year, the requirements for promotion from eighth (8th) grade are modified as 

follows to address the potential impact of virtual learning on future academic success: 

 

Students must take and receive credit for fifteen (15) out of eighteen (18) credits beginning with 

the first trimester of the grade eight (8) year and extending through the third (3rd) trimester of 

the grade eight (8) year. Credit recovery options will be available.   

 

Additionally, students in grade eight with three or more failing grades in core subject areas at 

the Trimester I and II marking periods will be scheduled into a supplemental after school class, 

organized by the site student services team (school counselor and academic advisor/student 

services advisor). Students engage in lessons and activities related to building self-esteem and 

self-efficacy, as well as organizing for success and preparing for high school. 

 

For the 2022-23 school year, the requirements for promotion from eighth (8 th) grade are modified as 

follows to address the potential impact of virtual learning on future academic success: 

 

Students in grade eight would be required to take and receive credit for thirty (30) out of thirty-

six (36) credits beginning with the first trimester of the grade seven (7) year and extending 

through the third (3rd) trimester of the grade eight (8) year. Credit recovery options will be 

available.   

 

Additionally, students in grade seven and eight who have three or more failing grades in core 

subject areas at the trimester marking periods will be scheduled into a supplemental after school 

class, organized by the site student services team (school counselor and academic 

advisor/student services advisor). Students engage in lessons and activities related to building 

self-esteem and self-efficacy, as well as organizing for success and preparing for high school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


